
McElroy’s Ballroom: Home of Portland’s Happy Feet 
Bob Dietsche — Jazz historian, founder & former owner Django’s Records 

Thursday, December 13th at noon in the U.S. Bank Room, Central Library 

 

Elroy’s Ballroom used to be where the Portland [Michael Graves] Building sits today. Owned by 

Pop McElroy, a staunch integrationist, who along with Stanton Duke broke down the barriers of 

white-only public dances in Portland-by bringing in famous big name black bands like Cab 

Calloway. Fats Waller played McElroy’s in 1941. Louis Armstrong was there in 1952. Duke Ellington celebrated 

two birthdays at the Ballroom, in 1953 and 1954. Living legend Lionel Hampton, the first vibraphone innovator, 

got his start there. McElroy’s was also a favorite of local bands including Freddy Keller, Woody Hite, and Jerry 

Van Hoomissen.         Discovering Oregon Originals 2001-2002 
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